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Mr. Kalala reunited with his daughters after 3.vears

\

élickgﬁ% read the full story

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR)

AVRR Statistics

From Belgium

From February to the end oAugust2018, the IOM Country Office for Belgium and Luxembourg (CO Brussels) facilit
1902 returns to 86 different countries, with Ukraine, Georgia and Romania as main countries of return. Out of
departures 499 personsreceived reintegration support from CO Brussels, in particular returnees to Georgia, Iraq an
former Yugoslav Republof Macedonia. Most of the returnees are single men between the age of 26 and 50. These
also include261 children who returned with, and in few cases without, their parents or legal guardians.

While the general number of AVRR is lower than meyious years, CO Brussels has noticed an increase of requests
vulnerable cases to benefit from the AVRR programme, i.e. migrants with health concerns-glddgezompanied Migrar
Children (UMC). In order to give a tailemade response, CO Brusséilscreased its external counselling capacities

presence in the field and is implementing activities targeting the specific needs of vulnerable migrants.

From Luxembourg

CO Brussels facilitated 89 returns from Luxembourg between February and the fefsdgust 2018. The top countries ¢
return during that period weredUNSC resolution 1244administered Kosov@and Georgia. Of the 83 returnees, 46 we
eligible to reintegration assistance.


http://belgium.iom.int/
https://www.facebook.com/IOM-Belgium-and-Luxembourg-847808825247214/?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/migrants
https://twitter.com/iombelux
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iom
https://www.youtube.com/user/IOMMigration
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129627313@N08/albums
http://www.iom.int/rss-feeds
https://www.iom.int/migrant-stories/i-am-now-complete-father-three-daughters-and-joyful-reunification

Strenghtening the NGO AVRR partner network

In order to continue strengthening its NGO AVRR partner network, IQ
is meeting bilaterally with every NGO partner to answer the questic
they might have and review the procedures and operational guidelin
the programme. Seven bilateral meetings haheady taken place
Operational meetings per region are also part of the strategy. (
operational meeting has already taken place organized on 3 July in
in the office of the NGO Cap Migrants.

Return of Unaccompanied Minor Children (UMC)

CO Brussels assistl 19(ex-)UMC from Februaryto the end of Augusf018 to return

voluntarily to their home country. 11 were boys and ®ere girls. Half of the
beneficiaries were ageslt minors. Albania remains the mainuary of return with

8 cases. 1Teturned with inkind reintegration assistance to their country of orig|
while 2 did not want to. Moreover, 13 are currently being assisted by |IOMasttiers

are being assisted by partners of Caritas International. Before every return, a -
assessmdris conducted by the IOM Mission in the country of return to make st
that the return is in the best interest of the child.

Return of migrants with heavy medical needs

From Februanyto the end of August 2018, 18igrants with heavy medical needs have been assisted by CO Brus:
voluntarilyreturn to their home country. 120f them were accompanied by a social or medical escort. 5 of them bene
from the Adapted Medical Assistance After Return (AMAAR) arwgtieed a topup budget to cover all the expenses relat
to their medical needs. Itotal, 17 escorting missions have been successfully organized, which included other ty
vulnerabilitiesas well(i.e. elderly persons and single parents with younligla). Georgia, Romania and the RDC were t
main countries of return with 2 returns each. Since a couple of years, CO Brussels has noticed an increase of migr.
a mental condition, which requiredsagnificanfdaptation of the assistance provididoughout the return process.

Job placement Caucasus: Job counselling and referral in Armenia, Georgia and the
Russian Federation

Within the Belgian AVRR programme funded by Fedasil, IOM missions in Armenia, Georgia and the Russian F
provide additional support to migrants returning from Belgium in the form of job counselling and referral to trainin
employment opportunities. This support mechanism wasugein 2015 to foster a durable reintegration in the Cauca
and is still ongoing. ékurnees under the Belgian programme receivedépth counselling, information on trainir
opportunities, assessment on skills development, CV drafting and job interview skills. The IOM Job counsellors a
with concluding internship or training ctacts.

In April, Fedasil and IOM conducted a monitoring mission in Georgia to evaluate the impact of this support mec
Meetings with training and employment institutes and interviews with returnees confirmed that there is a dire need o
personnel and that returnees who made use of the assistance were able to advance their career and emg
perspectives on the long term.



Left: Davit and Karina started a small catering service and snack bar in Thilisi. Both of them followed an additcnal trismgri
strengthen their midyosiness on the long teRight: With the support of the IOM Georgia Job Counsellor kitasigadiook up a professio
training in Hotel Management and is currently employed i

Administrative Assistance in the Balkans

The 6Administrative Assi st aVRRerégramme as angltermgtive assistahae to gulne
cases that return to Western Balkan countries (Serbia, AlbdsiNSC resolution 1244administered KosovoBoshnia anc
Herzegovina, Montenegro and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and banedit from the regular AVRF
reintegration assistance programme (due to the \fisa regime of these countries).

After two years of implementation of the project, Fedasil, in coordination with CO Brussels and Caritas, has condu
evaluationmission from 4 to 8 June in Serbia. The evaluation showed that the assistance tailored to support retur
undertaking the first administrative steps after returning home (obtaining personal documents, school enroliment, ¢
and referral for job seking, referral to different local services, tis very useful, and that it &so an effective means f
the programme partners to keep in touch with especially vulnerabi@ returnees and to be able to followip on their
reintegration process durinthe first year.

From February to August 2018, 135 persons returned to the Western Balkans of which 73% applied for the admin
assistance.

AVR(R) Action in the Western Balkans

Within the Belgian AVRR programme, a specificgub o j e c t ActioA i tRg VWRektern Balkans: Facilitating Knowlec
Transfer from Belgium to the Western Bal kan Regiono
and reintegration support to transit and stranded migrants in the Western RalkAlbania, Boshia and Herzegovina,
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni#NSC resolution 1244administered KosovoMontenegro, Serbia) and tF
development of the AVRR Reception Facilities Network and data collection capacity in the region. The project is f
by Fedasil and allows for direct support to migrants and the organization of trainings and informasmmsdor AVRF
field staff in the Western Balkans.

In March and July, IOM Serbia organized 2 regional meetings for IOM AVRR field counselors from the target coun

Monitoring Mission in Morocco

CO Brussels, together with Fedasil, undertook a ntoring mission to Morocco from 2 to 6 July. The purpose of the v
was to meet returnees from Belgium who had been assisted through the AVRR programme and to monitor the reinte
assistance in Morocco.

With the support of IOM Rabat, thearticipants travelled to various places in the country and met seven returnees
had received support through the Belgian AVRR programme. Different profiles of beneficiaries were visited, inc

UMC, a university student and a returnee with a metlicondition. Moreover, a meeting with national officials and I
partners took place.

Information sessions
In Belgium

Throughout the reporting period, CO Brussels organized numerous information sessions on voluntary return focusin
time a paticular topic and target group. From February to July 2018, nine different info sessions on AVRR for UM



place, targeting mainly legal guardians, Fedasil staff members working with UMC in reception centers, staff me
Pleegzorg Vlaanderen araster families. On 14 and 15 March, CO Brusselsocganized with Fedasil 2 info sessions, ¢
for social escorts and one for medical escorts, on the procedures for medical cases. On 25 May, CO Brusselsfesac
provided an information session for Fedlagturn desk counsellors on AVRR for VoTs. On 11 June, CO Brus
participated in a meeting day on oOPeople without I
network and public authorities present in the regions.

In Luxembo urg

On 11 July 2018, CO Brussels gave an information session to irregular migrants hosted in the Findel detention cer
its Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration program@re 12 July 2018, the IOM Chief of Mission and the IOM
Luxembourg projecc oor di nat or participated in Luxembourgds a
return and reintegration were presented to various embassies, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other relevant
stakeholders.



Assisted Movement Operations

Relocation assistance

The European Union (EU) relocation scheme is an expression of internal EU solidarity, through which people in
international protection are transferred from Greece and Italy to another member state of relocafio®.EU relocation
scheme came officially to an end in December last year, while people who were already selected could still arri\
different EU Member States during the first three months of 2018. Belgium welcomed 57 asylum seekers from Italy
January and March 2018. CO Brussels welcomed each person at Brussels Airport by providing arrival assistance, ¢
a lunch package and accompanying them until their final destination in Belgium.

During the reporting period, there was no relogah to Luxembourg.

Resettlement Assistance

During the period January to August 2018, Belgium welcoifietl refugees, namely: 6&yrian refugees from Lebanc
(344) and fromTurkey (336) and 34 Congolese refugees from Ugan@& Brussels facilitates the selection and p
departure orientation missions in the countries of resettlement for the Belgian Government and carries edejpaeture
health assessments in coordination with the Belgian Government to ensure that refugdi¢$catravel, that they travel in
a safe and dignified manner, that they receive appropriate assistance and do not pose any health risks to other tra
receiving communities.

Since the onset of the Syrian crisis, CO Brussels has been inviolvedny resettlement and humanitarian admiss
programmes from countries neighbouring Syria, as well as in Syriahteedfinformation on resettlement tBelgium

During the reporting periodthere was no resettlement thuxembourg


http://belgium.iom.int/resettlement-belgium
http://belgium.iom.int/resettlement-relocation-luxembourg

Family Assessment of Unaccompanied Migrant Children (UMC)

Between October 2017 and the end of August 2018, CO Brussels coordinated the family assessment of 19 UMC p
Luxembourg. The countries of origin for the cases in this period were Albania (8), Guinea (4), Moroddh 8§}, resolution
1244 administeré Kosovo (1) and Ukraine (1). CO Brussels has submitted a proposal responding to an AMIF c
proposal to renew the implementation of this project for another year.

Family Reunification to Belgium

From January tdhe end of August 2018, CO Brussglhas assisted 161 individuals through Eamily Reunificatiol
programme Afghanistan remains the main country of origin with 120 individuals assisted so far, while Uganda remair
with 19individuals assisted. All of them were refugees from neighbouring countries.

Among these are the daughters of Mr. Kalala (9, 7 ayda¥old), a recognized refugee in Belgium who had not seen |
daughters for nearly 3 years when he contacted CO Brudseldecember 2017 He had his mind set on an idea: to
welcome his daughters in person, but not in any ordinary @ag wanted to prepare the surprise of their livdeeadthe
full story.



http://belgium.iom.int/family-reunification
http://belgium.iom.int/family-reunification
https://www.iom.int/migrant-stories/i-am-now-complete-father-three-daughters-and-joyful-reunification

Migration and Development

Strengthening Youth Employability and Entrepreneurship in Burkina Faso

Launched in 2017, this threeear project financed by the Italian and the Belgian Cooperations aims to promote in
generating activities and to strengthen the employabilityerdepreneuriakkills of young people living in the Centeast
region.

Afirst information campaign organized in March to
26.000 young persons showing interest and registering to be potential candidates. During a second campaign in
July, a total of 750 meficiaries were selected; they will be trained by a specialized agency on entrepreneurship anc
development of their business plan.

Out of these 750, the project will select the best 375 beneficiaries who will benefit from financial support te tirea
business. For beneficiaries like Nouktara Jean, a new hope is coming: "I am very happy. | have already been
shoemaking since 2012. After my training, | opened a shoemaking workshop in Tenkodogo, but | need money to st
andgrowny busi nessbé.

Promoting engagement of the Guinean diaspora

Int he framewor k of t he p fEcohoeic
Engagement of the Guinean Diaspora Living in Belgium for
Devel opment of Guinead, f i nandag
oDi aspor a Forumdé was 0 r-Z2paJanuarye it
coordi nati on with the projectds |1
Foreign Affairs®é Direct i onAgendy foK
the Promotion of Private Investmen(aPIP)).

The Forum aimed to promote a better mobilization of the Guine
diaspoae i n Gui neads economi c, SsocCi
gathered diaspora representatives from moreah thirty countries
worldwide.

Contributing to evidence -based migration and diaspora policies in Rwanda

In March, CO Brussels started a mapping exercise of the Rwandan diaspora in Belgium, in coordination with Countr
in the UK, Germany and The Netherl ands. As outoput
reportwillcontri but e to | OMds efforts to build the capacity
strategy for development. Under the supervision of CO Brussels, a consultant is currently implementing a study ti
the capacity, interest and mettion of the Rwandan diaspora to participate and engage in developmental activities
country of origin, such as business, investment and skills transfer.

Empowering Female Diaspora Associations

In May, CO Brussels launched a small pilot profed mp ower i ng Femal e Diaspora As
the Development of Countries of Origindé with the f
African diaspora associations which have been created and mabgageamen originating from priority countries of th
Belgian Cooperation. A selection process is being carried out in July and August and will target 10 to 15 associat
will benefit from capacity building trainings according to their needs.



Other projects

Fostering Across Borders (FAB)

The Fostering Across Borders (FAB) project is fund:
Equality and Citizenship Programme, 2@020).

It aims at improving & expanding the quality of FaB#dged Care (FBC) of UMC with dedicated foster carers who will
trained and supported to address challenges and specific vulnerabilities UMC face. The project started on 15 Jani
and is implemeted in Austria, Belgium, Greece, Luxembourg, Poland and the United Kingdom.

In Belgium, the project partners are Fedasil, Mihalako and MentoiEscale. In Luxembourg, IOM works in partners|
with the Luxembourgish Red Cross.

On 25 June 2018, the firgelgian stakeholders meeting of the project was organized in Brussels in the premises of PI
Vlaanderen by IOM, MenteEscale and MineXdako, jointly with Nidos and Pleegzorg Vlaanderen. The meeting gatt
about 30 people representing various goveental and nofgovernmental organizations in Belgium active in the fiel
reception and children's rights.

I n Luxembourg, the first FAB stakehol dersd meeting
Crossd f os tgathered epresentatives of threé ministdgthree reception centeisand various units of the
Red Cross, the UNHCR3ds Regional Child Protection C
Following the meeting, three reports wemroduced following thorough mapping exercises at national level and sumn
the needs identified in 3 thematic areas: professi
Recruitment, Retention and Awareness raising needs relatédster care of UMC.

1 The Ministry for national Education, Childhood and Youth ; The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs ; The Ministifyfandra
Integration.
2 Foyer Villa Nia Domo, Foyer Lilly Unden, Foyer St Martin Jeunes.



LINK -IT

| O MIGNK IT, which started in January 2018, is an innovative new project managed by IOM London, providing r
refugees with the building blocks to start their new life in Europe. LINK IT takes a holistic approach working with re
and host communities to stie information, facilitate integration and strengthen cohesion among the community. The ¢
is cofunded by the European Commission and partners with the Refugee Council (UK), ICMC Europe, Jesuit

Services Romania, Caritas Friedland and théugoese Refugee Council. On 20 April, a atey conference was organize
in Bucharesthere participantsrom many different EU countrie
had the chance to promote integration best practices w
national, regional and local governments, as well as irttera
organizations and civil society.

From Belgium, Caritas International, DUO for a JOB ¢
"Wel come Student Refugees F
the exchange. From Luxembourg, the Association de Soutier
Travailleurs Immigrés (ASTI) was invitedshare its knowedge
on integration practices.



https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/labour-market-integration

Other Initiatives and events

| OM6s Migapp is an application that

MI A and which responds to the neetb help migrantsmake informed decision

g DD throughout their migration process. It provides migrants with access to sen

TTETETEEE related to their migration process anenables a secure twway communicatior

between IOM and migrant®n the occasion of thénternational Day of Faily Remittancesn 16 June, th&elgian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Development Cooperatidvir Alexander De Croq joined forces with IOM to build &
comprehensive price comparison app for internatil money transfers (remittances). By theh3® September, thel4
partner countries of the Belgian development cooperatit be fully intgrated in the comparison tool, allowing people

Belgium having access to the cheapest and fastest possible money transfer exchange rates to these countries and
that are already in MigApp. Clidlere for more information.

Migration Festival

CO Brussels held a stand at the annual Migration FestivaléoMarch. Information was shared and communicated to
wideaudi ence and to stakeholders in Luxembourg on 1
globaly.

ExpoSciences

On 27 April, | OM parti ci pat enddielasbhlag
dll part of EXpaScieec@sdaidt by the Young Belgian Scientists
~— Tour &Taxi s. The aim of the Vill a
- awareness on womends rights, and t
of their countries of origin. The village gathered several organizatgtive in this
field and was supported by the Belgian Development Cooperation. IOM hax
opportunity to hold a stand and animate théi gr ant BE, Ga med

am a migrard , and a wmigratioch andaendeiiewnthepicturesof the
event

Presentation - More than numbers

On 4 May, the IOM Regional and Country Offices in Brussels organized the presentatiomoétipeo r t 6 Mo r e
How migration data can deliver relifle benefitsformiga nt s a n d . gathered G5participasitd representing L

. agencies, EU institutions, the Belgian Governm
NGO s, -thankh orgakizations, and academia.
event started with a joint presentation of the report k
the GMDAC Director, Mr FrankLaczko, and Mc Kinse
Partner, Ms. Solveigh Hieronimus. It was followed b
panel discussion between the audience and Mr P
Bosch, Adviser to the Deputy DirecteGeneral, Joint
Research Centre at the European Commission and
Peter van Costenoble, Moy Officer, Office of the
Commissioner General for Refugees and Stateless Pel
& Belgian Contact Point European Migration Netwo
View thepicturesof the event

Inter-st akehol dersd meeting

On 17 May, IOM participated at an intstakeholders meeting organized by the Collectif des Réfugiés in Luxemt
gathering key stakeholders working actively and migration and refugee related issues. During this meetprgséDidd
its ongoing activities in Luxembourg and responded to questions relating to its various programmes.


https://www.alexanderdecroo.be/
https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/policy/development_cooperation/where_we_work/partner_countries
https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/policy/development_cooperation/where_we_work/partner_countries
http://belgium.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries
http://mediel.be/
http://www.wetenschapsexposciences.be/?lang=en
http://www.cemis.org/le-jeu-du-migrant/
http://iamamigrant.org/
http://iamamigrant.org/
https://www.iom.int/gender-and-migration
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129627313@N08/albums/72157696812954755
https://gmdac.iom.int/more-than-numbers
https://gmdac.iom.int/more-than-numbers
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129627313@N08/albums/72157691037672990
http://belgium.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries

Study Visits

IOM Egypt

20km of Brussels

On 27 May, IOM actively joined tHgnited Nations
Teamin the Brussels 20 kmace. This year, the tear
ran in support of theHeForShe solidarity movemen
striving for gender equalityunder the banner of
the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration
Human Rights.The UN team was led by the Belgit
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Developme
Cooperation,Mr Alexander De Croo

Read more

From 6 to 11 MayCO Brussels, together withOM Egypt facilitated astudy
visit of Egyptiangovernment representatives tBrussels The visit aimed a
studying best practices on countamafficking in persons, with a focus orin

protection mechanisms. The delegation met with representatives of
Criminal Policy Service, tHgelgian Immigration Officdhe Belgian Ministry ¢
Justice,the Feddra Publ i ¢ Pr o s e cBelgian Fdilearal Edfics
well asMyria Labour and Social Inspection, and N§Guch afPAGASA

ECPAT BelgiurandFordation Samili¢o discuss the coordination of countel
trafficking activities, the Belgian national referral mechanism for prote
victims of trafficking & awareness raising initiatives.

From 7 to 11 May, CO Brussels and IOM Rabat organized a s
visit for 10 students in |
from ISIC Institute in RabafThe visit took place within the
framewor k o dional t DeeelopmriR&d rotectiol
Programme (RDPRF)Nor t h Afri cad, The
students receivedan indepth overview of the migratior
coverage in the media, via gatherings with UNRIC, IHECS
municipality of Molenbeek, Le Soir, RTBF, the Euaog
Parliament, and the Migration Policy Group. Many issues \
discussed: debunking myths on migration, the role of Euroy
citizens and the youth in the migration debate, the contribut
of migrants, and the social cohesion at the local |é¥ehd more

From 4 until 8 JuneCO Brussels, together with IOM Azerbaijan, facilitat
a study visit for representatives of theAzorbaycan Xaxi iUor
Nazirliyi/Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijafhe visit focused or
matters related to border controls, registration of migrants a
coordination of nationals abroad. The delegation met with represental
of the Belgian Immigration Offic&he Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
well as nongovernmental organizations such 44.11.11to discuss
remittances. Several visits were also conducted to Brussels Airpaith
an interesting meeting with the Belgian Federal Pelittee Caricole Transit
Centre and the Belgian Immigration Ofic


http://www.unbrussels.org/
http://www.unbrussels.org/
http://www.20kmdebruxelles.be/_static/index.html
http://www.heforshe.org/en
http://www.standup4humanrights.org/en/
http://www.standup4humanrights.org/en/
https://www.unric.org/en/latest-un-buzz/31042-are-you-heforshe
https://www.facebook.com/IOMBelgiumLuxembourg/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/iominegypt/?fref=mentions
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129627313@N08/albums/72157696812567915
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129627313@N08/albums/72157696812567915
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/egyptian?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/brussels?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/Belgianimmigrationoffice/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/BelgianFederalPolice/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/MyriaBe/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PAGASA.vzw.asbl/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ecpatbelgium1/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/FondationSamilia/?fref=mentions
http://www.isic.ma/index.php?p=2
https://morocco.iom.int/news/visite-d%E2%80%99%C3%A9tude-%C3%A0-bruxelles-pour-les-%C3%A9tudiants-du-master-%C2%AB-m%C3%A9dias-et-migration-%C2%BB-de-l%E2%80%99institut
https://www.facebook.com/IOMBelgiumLuxembourg/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/MFAAzerbaijan/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/MFAAzerbaijan/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Belgianimmigrationoffice/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/www11be/?fref=mentions

Interesting IOM Coming soon

Sting 1
publications QUOTE OF THE day”’

Global Migration Film
Opinion paper by DG Festival 5The
Swing

countries
GLOBAL MIGRATION Mediterranean area and have a com
FILM FESTIVAL interest in better managing the situ:

: " should collaborate better together
The third edition of the Global . o gi nate their

Migration Film Festival is coming up (
| WORLD DAY AGAINST I Novemberd 18December)!Click here
TRAFFICKING for more general information ani
follow us onTwitter/Facebookto see
wha IOM Belgium and Luxembour
will be organizing on the occasion
International Migrants Day.

IN PERSONS

On the occasion of World Day Agains Refugee Walk

Trgff_icking in Persons (30 July_ 2018), On 30 September, Vluchtelingenwe
opinion paper by IOM Director Vlaanderen

General William Lacy Swing wi organizes for theREFUGEE §

released. third time their Eugenio Ambrosi, IOM Region
Refugee Walk to WALK Director for EEA, EU and NATORead
support asylum the full article inLa Libre

seekers and refugees.

Contact
Formoreinformation, please contadche Communications teatmere.


https://www.iom.int/news/public-and-private-sectors-odds-traffickers-win-lets-work-together-protect-victims
http://www.iom.int/global-migration-film-festival
https://twitter.com/iombelux
https://www.facebook.com/IOMBelgiumLuxembourg/
https://www.refugeewalk.be/
http://belgium.iom.int/Media/E_Ambrosi_in_La_Libre_full_article.pdf
mailto:IOMBrusselsCOCommunications@iom.int

